
Crosslacon Sunday Worship on the Sunday before Lent 

7th February 2021 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship 

 

Lift your eyes to gaze on God. 

Hear God’s Word and receive God’s peace. 

With all that you have been,  

all that you are, 

and all that you hope to be, 

offer yourself now to God in worship and praise. 

 

A gathering prayer 

 

O God, we come to you out of the week just gone – 

with its successes and disappointments, 

its joys and its struggles. 

By your Holy Spirit, 

help us to focus on you now, 

to listen as you speak to our hearts, 

so that we may be better prepared 

to serve you in the week to come. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Lord of all hopefulness 

 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy, 

be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the 

lathe, 

be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the 

day. 

 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 

be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 

be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 
Jan Struther (1901-1953) 

© Oxford University Press   

 

Invitation to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 

For the right roads we avoided travelling, 

And the kindly words we refused to share; 

For the false gods who received our worship 

And the true selves we starved of love… 

God, by your grace, 

Forgive us. 

 

For the hidden hurts we have held too tightly, 

And the promises which we never kept; 

For the careless use of our time and money 

And the lame excuses we should never have made, 

God by you grace, 

Forgive us. 

 

For all we should be 

And all we can amend, 

God in your love, 

Renew us. 

 

For all you have in store for us 

And all you may demand of us, 

God, in your love,  

Prepare us. 

 

For the life of the world 

And the love of its people, 

God, in your love, 

Commit us. 

 

God have mercy on us, 

Christ have mercy on us, 

God have mercy on us. 

 

Hear and believe these words of Jesus: 

Your sins are forgiven. 

Go in peace. 

Come and follow me. 

 

Glory to the creator who gives us life, 

Glory to Jesus whose love remakes us, 

Glory to the Spirit, companion on our journey. 

Glory be to God. Amen 



 

Collect 

 

Loving God, 

You have set before us a great hope 

 that your kingdom will come on earth, 

And have taught us to pray for its coming. 

Make us ready to celebrate the signs of its dawning, 

And to pray and work for the perfect day 

When you r will shall be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. 

Amen 

 

Gospel Reading: 

 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Mark 

Glory to you O Lord 

 

After leaving the synagogue, Jesus, James, and John 

went home with Simon and Andrew. Simon’s mother-in-

law was in bed, sick with a fever, and they told Jesus 

about her at once. He went to her, took her by the 

hand, and raised her up. The fever left her, and she 

served them. 

 

That evening, at sunset, people brought to Jesus those 

who were sick or demon-possessed. The whole town 

gathered near the door.  He healed many who were sick 

with all kinds of diseases, and he threw out many 

demons. But he didn’t let the demons speak, because 

they recognized him. 

 

 Early in the morning, well before sunrise, Jesus rose 

and went to a deserted place where he could be alone 

in prayer.  Simon and those with him tracked him down.  

When they found him, they told him, “Everyone’s 

looking for you!” 

 

 He replied, “Let’s head in the other direction, to the 

nearby villages, so that I can preach there too. That’s 

why I’ve come.”  He travelled throughout Galilee, 

preaching in their synagogues and throwing out 

demons. 

 

This the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

For the word of God in Jesus, 

For God’s wisdom all around us, 

For God’s word and wisdom in us, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Reflection 

 

Affirmation of Faith  

 

 Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing. 

Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 

He humbled himself 

and was obedient to death, 

even the death of the cross. 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 

and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, 

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 Philippians 2.6-11 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
(Written by Helen Goldsworthy) 

 

Response: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

As we prepare for the upcoming of Lent let us pray for 

God the creator. Help us to find time in our busy lives 

for quiet thought and prayer, that we may reflect upon 

the wonder of his creation , our world. 

Lord in your mercy 

 

Lord let us pray for the Christian church and all who will 

be worshipping today in so many different ways, and for 

those who dare not celebrate openly in countries where 

they are persecuted. Let the light of your guidance and 

love shine upon them. We pray for our diocese and for 

all in our parish. We ask you give wisdom and guidance 

to Nicki and Becky our clergy and help us be active 

members of the church who love and serve you. 

Lord in our mercy 

 



Lord let us pray for Elizabeth our Queen and all the 

leaders of the nations at this time. Give strength and 

courage to all those who bear heavy responsibilities. Let 

us pray for the people in Miramar and Russia during this 

period of chaos and uncertainty. 

Lord in your mercy 

 

Christ loved little children dearly. As our children are 

not in school in the safe place of learning they know, let 

us pray for them, for their mental and physical health, 

for parents struggling to teach and work, and all 

education staff and others caring for children through 

this awful pandemic. 

Lord in our mercy 

 

Merciful God, we pray for all who are ill in the world 

and ask you give guidance to everyone trying to fight 

Covid and all other diseases attacking humanity. We 

especially give thanks to all the scientists for the 

development of vaccines, and all staff caring for the 

sick. We ask you give strength and guidance to them all 

at this time We pray for everyone suffering in our parish 

with covid and other illnesses and their loved ones who 

feel so helpless. 

Lord in our mercy 

 

Lord remember all who mourn the loss of those they 

have loved. In particular we hold in our prayers the 

family and friends of Betty Cullen, Joe Spedding and 

Captain Tom. Give them comfort, and strength as the 

cherish the memories of their loved ones and seek to 

honour their memories they hold.  

Lord in your mercy 

 

Merciful Father, Creator of all things, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Sharing the Peace 

 

Not an easy peace, 

Not a conditional peace, 

Not a half hearted peace, 

But the peace of Christ is with us now. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you… 

And also with you. 

 

We listen and sing along to the following hymn whilst 

we take the opportunity, if watching live, to record a 

peace greeting in the comments box in Facebook Live.  

 

Hymn: God be in my head 

 

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 

God be in mine eyes, and in my looking; 

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 

God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 

God be at mine end, and at my departing. 
 

 

Blessing 

 

Now go in peace, 

Do what God wills, 

Follow where Christ calls, 

Pray for the gifts of the Spirit; 

And may the blessing of God 

The Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer 

Rest on you and remain with you 

Now and always 

Amen 

 

Closing Reponses 

 

Then let us go as those whom God has called, 

To bear witness to the love and justice of heaven, 

To be beacons of light and signs of transformation, 

For of such is the kingdom of Heaven, 



 

In work and worship 

God is with. 

Gathered and scattered, 

God is with us. 

Now and always, 

God is with us.  

 

Things to ponder in the week ahead. 

 

There is a quote from a biblical scholar called Frederick 

Buechner that says: 

 

‘The place God calls you to is the place where your deep 

gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.’ 

 

Take that quote with you today and explore where your 

gifts and the needs of the world might connect. 

  

 

 

 


