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Welcome 

 

Call to Worship 

 

Welcome to church: 

not a place, but an invitation; 

not a building,  

but a way of engaging;  

not a service, but a way of serving; 

not an institution, but a path to adventure. 

 

In this new year, let us gather, 

and welcome each other: 

make space for all, decide to love more, 

and break the rules of the world 

with the generosity of the kingdom. 

And if anyone asks “why?” 

or “how?” or “what does it all mean?”  

simply use Jesus’ own words: 

“Come and see!” 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Dear God, 

help us to help others 

to come to you, 

to see you, 

and to hear you. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Christ is the one who calls 

 

Christ is the one who calls, 

the one who loved and came, 

to whom by right it falls 

to bear the highest Name: 

and still today 

our hearts are stirred 

to hear his word 

and walk his way. 

 

Christ is the one who seeks, 

to whom our souls are known. 

The word of love he speaks 

can wake a heart of stone; 

for at that sound 

the blind can see, 

the slave is free, 

the lost are found. 

 

Christ is the one who died, 

forsaken and betrayed; 

who, mocked and crucified, 

the price of pardon paid. 

Our dying Lord, 

what grief and loss, 

what bitter cross, 

our souls restored! 

 

Christ is the one who rose 

in glory from the grave, 

to share his life with those 

whom once he died to save. 

He drew death's sting 

and broke its chains, 

who lives and reigns, 

our risen King. 

 

Christ is the one who sends, 

his story to declare; 

who calls his servants friends 

and gives them news to share. 

His truth proclaim 

in all the earth, 

his matchless worth 

and saving Name. 

 
Timothy Dudley Smith (b.1926) 

© Timothy Dudley-Smith in Europe and Africa. Reproduced by 

permission of Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 

 

Invitation to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 

Lord, you search us out and know us. You discern our 

thoughts from afar. 

Lord, have mercy.    

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord, you trace our journeys and our resting places and 

are acquainted with all our ways. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 



There is not a word on our lips, but you, O Lord, know it 

altogether. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution 

 

Collect 

 

Eternal God, 

Our beginning and our end: 

Bring us with the whole of creation 

To your glory, 

hidden through past ages 

and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Old Testament Bible Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

 

 Now the boy Samuel was serving the Lord under Eli. 

The Lord’s word was rare at that time, and visions 

weren’t widely known. One day Eli, whose eyes had 

grown so weak he was unable to see, was lying down in 

his room.  God’s lamp hadn’t gone out yet, and Samuel 

was lying down in the Lord’s temple, where God’s 

chest[a] was. 

 

The Lord called to Samuel. “I’m here,” he said. 

Samuel hurried to Eli and said, “I’m here. You called 

me?” 

“I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go lie down.” So he did. 

 

Again the Lord called Samuel, so Samuel got up, went to 

Eli, and said, “I’m here. You called me?” 

“I didn’t call, my son,” Eli replied. “Go and lie down.” 

 

(Now Samuel didn’t yet know the Lord, and the Lord’s 

word hadn’t yet been revealed to him.) 

 A third time the Lord called Samuel. He got up, went to 

Eli, and said, “I’m here. You called me?” 

 

Then Eli realized that it was the Lord who was calling 

the boy.  So Eli said to Samuel, “Go and lie down. If he 

calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord. Your servant is listening.’” 

So Samuel went and lay down where he’d been. 

 

 Then the Lord came and stood there, calling just as 

before, “Samuel, Samuel!” 

 

Samuel said, “Speak. Your servant is listening.” 

 

 The Lord said to Samuel, “I am about to do something 

in Israel that will make the ears of all who hear it tingle!  

On that day, I will bring to pass against Eli everything I 

said about his household—every last bit of it! I told him 

that I would punish his family forever because of the 

wrongdoing he knew about—how his sons were cursing 

God, but he wouldn’t stop them.  Because of that I 

swore about Eli’s household that his family’s 

wrongdoing will never be reconciled by sacrifice or by 

offering.” 

 

 Samuel lay there until morning, then opened the doors 

of the Lord’s house. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision 

to Eli.  But Eli called Samuel, saying: “Samuel, my son!” 

“I’m here,” Samuel said. 

 “What did he say to you?” Eli asked. “Don’t hide 

anything from me. May God deal harshly with you and 

worse still if you hide from me a single word from 

everything he said to you.”  So Samuel told him 

everything and hid nothing from him. 

 

“He is the Lord, ” Eli said. “He will do as he pleases.” 

 So Samuel grew up, and the Lord was with him, not 

allowing any of his words to fail.  All Israel from Dan to 

Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was trustworthy as the 

Lord’s prophet. 

 

This is the word of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading: John 1:43-end 

 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

John: 

Glory to you O Lord 

 

The next day Jesus wanted to go into Galilee, and he 

found Philip. Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” Philip was 

from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 

 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 

found the one Moses wrote about in the Law and the 

Prophets: Jesus, Joseph’s son, from Nazareth.” 

 Nathanael responded, “Can anything from Nazareth be 

good?” 

Philip said, “Come and see.” 

 



 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said 

about him, “Here is a genuine Israelite in whom there is 

no deceit.” 

 

 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?” 

 

Jesus answered, “Before Philip called you, I saw you 

under the fig tree.” 

 

 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are God’s Son. You are 

the king of Israel.” 

 

 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you 

that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 

things than these!  I assure you that you will see heaven 

open and God’s angels going up to heaven and down to 

earth on the Human One.” 

 

The is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

For the word of God in Jesus, 

For God’s wisdom all around us, 

For God’s word and wisdom in us, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Reflection 

 

Affirmation of Faith  

 

We believe and trust in God, 

Who has created and is creating, 

Who has come in Jesus, 

The Word made flesh, 

To reconcile and make new, 

And who works in us and others, 

By the power of the Spirit. 

 

We are called to be the church: 

To celebrate God’s presence, 

To live with respect for the creation, 

To love and serve others, 

To seek justice and resist evil, 

To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

Our judge and hope. 

 

In life and death, 

In life beyond death, 

God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God, 

Amen 
(Taken from Iona Abbey Worship Book, Wild Goose publications) 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Response: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

(A modern version) 

 

God in heaven, 

Source of all that is and ever shall be, 

Loving Parent in whom we discern heaven, 

May knowledge of your holiness inspire all peoples, 

And may your commonwealth 

of peace and freedom flourish on earth 

Until all of humankind heed your call 

 to justice and compassion. 

May we find the bread that we need for today, 

And for the hurts we cause one another 

May we be forgiven 

in the same measure that we forgive. 

In times of trial and temptation, help us to be strong; 

When life seems overwhelming, help us to endure; 

And thus from the yoke of sin deliver us. 

May you reign in the power of human love, 

Now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you… 

And also with you. 

 

We listen to a piece of music whilst we take the 

opportunity, if watching live, to record a peace greeting 

on the comments box in Facebook Live.  

 

Hymn: Will you come and follow me  

 

1 Will you come and follow me 

 if I but call your name?  

 Will you go where you don't know 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you let my love be shown, 



 will you let my name be known, 

 will you let my life be grown, 

 in you and you in me? 

 

2 Will you leave yourself behind 

 if I but call your name?  

 Will you care for cruel and kind 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you risk the hostile stare 

 should your life attract or scare? 

 Will you let me answer prayer 

 in you and you in me? 

 

3 Will you let the blinded see 

 if I but call your name?  

 Will you set the prisoners free  

 and never be the same? 

 Will you kiss the leper clean, 

 and do such as this unseen,  

 and admit to what I mean  

 in you and you in me? 

 

4 Will you love the 'you' you hide  

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you quell the fear inside  

 and never be the same? 

 Will you use the faith you've found  

 to reshape the world around,  

 through my sight and touch and sound  

 in you and you in me? 

 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true  

 when you but call my name. 

 Let me turn and follow you  

 and never be the same.  

 In your company I'll go  

 where your love and footsteps show.  

 Thus I'll move and live and grow  

 in you and you in me.  

 
John L Bell (born 1949) and Graham Maule (1958-2019) 
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Blessing 

 

Closing Reponses 

 

In work and worship 

God is with. 

Gathered and scattered, 

God is with us. 

Now and always, 

God is with us.  

 

Things to ponder in the week ahead. 

 

• What, where, when are you seeing God at work 

in these times? Record your reflections in a 

journal. Spend some time each day reflecting on 

this question asking God to open your eyes to 

the work of the Spirit in the world. 

• What gets in the way of you seeing or hearing 

God at this time? 

• How do you live an invitational life, encouraging 

others to ‘come and see,’? 


