
1 
 

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE SHEET PROPER 7 

June 21st 2020 

(Father’s Day) 

Words of Welcome 

 

Lighting of the candle…. 

 

God cares for us completely and calls for our total 

commitment. Christ gave his life that we might live and 

calls us to give our lives to him. 

Through Christ we have died to sin; 

In Christ we are fully alive to God. 

Come, let us worship God. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

Rabbi Jesus,  

teacher of life’s lessons 

to we who are but life’s students,  

gather us to sit at your feet 

and learn from you today.   

You are the one who holds the words of eternal life,  

the one who feeds and heals,  

forgives and loves, 

even when we do and say unlovable things.  

We come to worship you 

with our songs and words and prayers.  

May what we offer you be uplifting to you 

 who observes our acts of worship, 

 and uplifting to us, 

 as we seek your grace and mercy and peace. 

Amen 

 

HYMN/ SONG: Lord for the years  

 

Remotely by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-

Fields in their homes, and edited together 

 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and    guided, 

urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 

Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 

speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 

teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 

Lord of the word, receive your people's praise. 

 

Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 

spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care; 

for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt him, 

loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain; 

hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him, 

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

 

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us,  

self on the cross and Christ upon the throne; 

past put behind us, for the future take us, 

Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926)  

© administered by Oxford University Press in Europe 

(including UK and Ireland) and Africa,  

and by Hope Publishing Company in all other territories 

(including USA). 

 

CONFESSION 

God knows all our sins, which are many. Let us confess 

them from our hearts, knowing that we will be forgiven. 

 

We have failed to promote the Gospel as often and as 

fully as we should. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We have been too lazy or timid to take up the 

opportunities which have been given to us to pass on 

God’s teaching. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

We have made our own comfort and convenience a 

priority, and taken no account of the needs of others. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

God of the covenant, 
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Your compassion reaches beyond the mere making and 

keeping of promises. 

Teach us to listen to one another with your heart, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

For the word of God in Jesus, 

For God’s wisdom all around us, 

For God’s word and wisdom in us 

Thanks be to God. 

 

BIBLE READINGS 

 

In our Old Testament reading, Abraham’s slave woman 

Hagar, and her son, Ishmael, are expelled into the 

wilderness. Abraham’s wife, Sarah, will tolerate no 

competition for her son Isaac’s rightful inheritance. 

 

Genesis 21:8-21 

 

The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac 

was weaned Abraham held a great feast.  But Sarah saw 

that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to 

Abraham was mocking, and she said to Abraham, “Get 

rid of that slave woman and her son, for that woman’s 

son will never share in the inheritance with my son 

Isaac.” 

 The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it 

concerned his son.  But God said to him, “Do not be so 

distressed about the boy and your slave woman. Listen 

to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac 

that your offspring[a] will be reckoned.  I will make the 

son of the slave into a nation also, because he is your 

offspring.” 

 Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a 

skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them on 

her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She 

went on her way and wandered in the Desert of 

Beersheba. 

 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy 

under one of the bushes.  Then she went off and sat 

down about a bowshot away, for she thought, “I cannot 

watch the boy die.” And as she sat there, she[b] began 

to sob. 

 God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called 

to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is the 

matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy 

crying as he lies there.  Lift the boy up and take him by 

the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 

 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. 

So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the 

boy a drink. 

 God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the 

desert and became an archer.  While he was living in 

the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from 

Egypt. 

 

This is the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39 

 

Jesus sends out the twelve with a clear message to all 

who would listen. This message would be unpopular but 

the disciples were not to be afraid of delivering it. 

 

Disciples aren’t greater than their teacher, and slaves 

aren’t greater than their master.  It’s enough for 

disciples to be like their teacher and slaves like their 

master. If they have called the head of the house 

Beelzebul, it’s certain that they will call the members of 

his household by even worse names. 

 “Therefore, don’t be afraid of those people because 

nothing is hidden that won’t be revealed, and nothing 

secret that won’t be brought out into the open. What I 

say to you in the darkness, tell in the light; and what you 

hear whispered, announce from the rooftops.  Don’t be 

afraid of those who kill the body but can’t kill the soul. 

Instead, be afraid of the one who can destroy both body 

and soul in hell.  Aren’t two sparrows sold for a small 

coin? But not one of them will fall to the ground 

without your Father knowing about it already.  Even the 

hairs of your head are all counted.  Don’t be afraid. You 

are worth more than many sparrows. 

 “Therefore, everyone who acknowledges me before 

people, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is 

in heaven.  But everyone who denies me before people, 

I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. 

“Don’t think that I’ve come to bring peace to the earth. I 

haven’t come to bring peace but a sword.  I’ve come to 

turn a man against his father, a daughter against her 
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mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-

law.  People’s enemies are members of their own 

households. 

 

 “Those who love father or mother more than me aren’t 

worthy of me. Those who love son or daughter more 

than me aren’t worthy of me.  Those who don’t pick up 

their crosses and follow me aren’t worthy of me. Those 

who find their lives will lose them, and those who lose 

their lives because of me will find them. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you O Christ 

 

REFLECTION  

 

RESPONSE: AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

With the whole church 

We affirm that we are made in God’s image, 

Befriended by Christ, 

Empowered by the Spirit. 

 

With people everywhere, 

We affirm God’s goodness  

At the heart of humanity, 

Planted more deeply that all that is wrong. 

 

With all creation, 

We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life, 

The unfolding purposes of God, 

Forever at work in ourselves and the world. 

 

RESPONSE: INTERCESSIONS  

 

Prayers of thanksgiving and petition for fathers and 

children… 

 

All:  Merciful Father: 

 Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

 

Recorded remotely by a St Martin’s Soloist in their 

home, and edited together. 

 

 

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 

 I find a place to stand; 

 and wonder at such mercy  

 that calls me as I am. 

 For hands that should discard me, 

 hold wounds which tell me 'Come'. 

 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 

 my unworthy soul is won. 

 

2 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 

 his family is my own; 

 once strangers chasing selfish dreams, 

 now one through grace alone. 

 How could I now dishonour 

 the ones that you have loved? 

 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 

 see the children called by God. 

 

3 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 

 the path before the crown, 

 we follow in his footsteps 

 where promised hope is found. 

 How great the joy before us - 

 to be his perfect bride. 

 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 

 we will gladly live our lives. 

 

Keith Getty (b,1974) and Kristyn Getty (b.1980) 
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PEACE 

It is in God that we find encouragement to be the 

servants that God wishes us to be. It is in God that we 

find real life and hope and peace.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you… 

 

We take a moment to write a peace greeting to one 

another whilst listening to the Iona chant: Peace be with 

you….  

 

A BLESSING 

 

The God of all mercy, who answers the cries of the 

helpless and raises you from death, 

Kee you safe in Christ Jesus, 

Now and forever, 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer,  

be with you this day and forever more. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING RESPONSES 

 

Gathered and scattered,  

God is with us. 

 

In suffering and hope, 

God is with us. 

 

Now and always, 

God is with us. 

 

A PRAYER FOR THE COMING WEEK 

 

Holy and Gracious God, 

Your steadfast love abides 

 with your people in every age. 

You teach us to trust in you, 

And call us to live in peace with one another. 

Show us the way to live grateful lives, without fear, 

Knowing the true worth of your creation, 

Including ourselves; 

In Jesus’s name, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

QUESTIONS AND THOUGHTS TO PONDER IN THE 

COMING WEEK. 

 

What does the story of Sarah and Hagar say about God? 

What does the story suggest about how we might teach 

one another more justly? 
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