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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE SHEET PROPER 6 

June 14th 2020 

Jesus Christ Summons us to answer Gods call of mercy. 

Christ gathers us and gives us power  

To be healed and to heal, 

To be forgiven and to forgive, 

T be freed from sin and to set others free, 

To tell one another and the world: 

God’s presence is at hand. 

Let us worship God. 

 

Lighting of the candle….You can light your candle at this 

point… 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

Loving Lord,  

your grace draws us to your presence; 

your peace unites us in your love; 

your hope inspires us to praise your glory. 

May our worship be worthy of you. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN/ SONG: WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME  
(recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-

Fields in their homes, and edited together.) 

 

 

1 Will you come and follow me 

 if I but call your name?  

 Will you go where you don't know 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you let my love be shown, 

 will you let my name be known, 

 will you let my life be grown, 

 in you and you in me? 

 

2 Will you leave yourself behind 

 if I but call your name?  

 Will you care for cruel and kind 

 and never be the same? 

 Will you risk the hostile stare 

 should your life attract or scare? 

 Will you let me answer prayer 

 in you and you in me? 

 

3 Will you let the blinded see 

 if I but call your name?  

 Will you set the prisoners free  

 and never be the same? 

 Will you kiss the leper clean, 

 and do such as this unseen,  

 and admit to what I mean  

 in you and you in me? 

 

4 Will you love the 'you' you hide  

 if I but call your name? 

 Will you quell the fear inside  

 and never be the same? 

 Will you use the faith you've found  

 to reshape the world around,  

 through my sight and touch and sound  

 in you and you in me? 

 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true  

 when you but call my name. 

 Let me turn and follow you  

 and never be the same.  

 In your company I'll go  

 where your love and footsteps show.  

 Thus I'll move and live and grow  

 in you and you in me.  

 
John L Bell (born 1949) and Graham Maule (1958-2019) 

© 1987 WGRG, c/o Iona Community, 21 Carlton Court, 

Glasgow, G5 9JP, Scotland. www.wildgoose.scot 

 

 

CONFESSION 

 

A time of reflection whilst we listen to the Iona Chant: 

Lord, have mercy 

 

We remember when we have found it hard to believe 

and trust in God’s promises. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

We remember when we have broken our promises 

 to others, or turned our backs on them. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

We remember when the world’s false promises have 

proved too tempting. 
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Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

God of wonder, 

You appeared to Abraham as three persons; 

You reveal your fullness 

In your Son Jesus Christ. 

Your Spirit fills your people with hope 

Through the peace-making cross of Jesus. 

Gather us as Christ’s faithful disciples 

And empower us with his good news, 

In the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

For the word of God in Jesus, 

For God’s wisdom all around us, 

For God’s word and wisdom in us 

Thanks be to God. 

 

As you hear this week’s readings, consider how you 

would describe your identity as one of God’s people. 

 Is God calling you to any particular action or response 

arising from this identity? 

 

BIBLE READINGS 

 

God’s almost unbelievable love stretches even to 

sinners, proved in the redeeming sacrifice of Jesus and 

the Holy Spirit helping us to grow in faith. 

 

Romans 5:1-8 

Therefore, since we have been made righteous through 

his faithfulness, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  We have access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand through him, and we boast in 

the hope of God’s glory.  But not only that! We even 

take pride in our problems, because we know that 

trouble produces endurance,  endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope.  This hope 

doesn’t put us to shame, because the love of God has 

been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, 

who has been given to us. 

 

While we were still weak, at the right moment, Christ 

died for ungodly people.  It isn’t often that someone will 

die for a righteous person, though maybe someone 

might dare to die for a good person.  But God shows his 

love for us, because while we were still sinners Christ 

died for us. 

 

This is the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Despite the hardships they might face, Jesus first sends 

his disciples out to prove the reality of God’s promise to 

be with them, by healing and helping. 

 

The Gospel: Matthew 9:35-10:22 

 

Jesus travelled among all the cities and villages, 

teaching in their synagogues, announcing the good 

news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and 

every sickness.  Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he 

had compassion for them because they were troubled 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he 

said to his disciples, “The size of the harvest is bigger 

than you can imagine, but there are few workers. 38 

Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send 

out workers for his harvest.” 

He called his twelve disciples and gave them authority 

over unclean spirits to throw them out and to heal 

every disease and every sickness…. 

 Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them, 

“Don’t go among the Gentiles or into a Samaritan city.  

Go instead to the lost sheep, the people of Israel.  As 

you go, make this announcement: ‘The kingdom of 

heaven has come near.’  Heal the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse those with skin diseases, and throw out 

demons. You received without having to pay. Therefore, 

give without demanding payment.  Workers deserve to 

be fed, so don’t gather gold or silver or copper coins for 

your money belts to take on your trips.  Don’t take a 

backpack for the road or two shirts or sandals or a 

walking stick.  Whatever city or village you go into, find 

somebody in it who is worthy and stay there until you 

go on your way.  When you go into a house, say, 

‘Peace!’  If the house is worthy, give it your blessing of 

peace. But if the house isn’t worthy, take back your 

blessing.  If anyone refuses to welcome you or listen to 
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your words, shake the dust off your feet as you leave 

that house or city…. 

 “Look, I’m sending you as sheep among wolves. 

Therefore, be wise as snakes and innocent as doves.  

Watch out for people—because they will hand you over 

to councils and they will beat you in their synagogues. 

They will haul you in front of governors and even kings 

because of me so that you may give your testimony to 

them and to the Gentiles.  Whenever they hand you 

over, don’t worry about how to speak or what you will 

say, because what you can say will be given to you at 

that moment…. Everyone will hate you on account of 

my name. But whoever stands firm until the end will be 

saved…. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you O Christ 

 

REFLECTION  

 

RESPONSE: AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

With the whole church 

We affirm that we are made in God’s image, 

Befriended by Christ, 

Empowered by the Spirit. 

 

With people everywhere, 

We affirm God’s goodness  

At the heart of humanity, 

Planted more deeply that all that is wrong. 

 

With all creation, 

We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life, 

The unfolding purposes of God, 

Forever at work in ourselves and the world. 

 

RESPONSE: INTERCESSIONS  

 

God of compassion, in a world  which is rocked to its 

core by loss and grief and shock, we bring our prayers 

for other people and our prayers for ourselves as a 

community of faith, endeavouring to live out our 

commitment as your disciples. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord in your Mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

Loving and forgiving God, in the name of Jesus Christ 

who loves all people equally, regardless of ethnicity, 

gender or social status, we come now to recommit 

ourselves to your vision of the world. That ‘your 

kingdom may come, on earth as it is in heaven’, and to 

offer ourselves to live out your coming kingdom of 

equality and justice in our lives, in our churches, and in 

our communities. 

 

May our churches become places of reconciliation, 

where each human soul is valued, and where equality in 

Christ is a reality in our midst. 

May our churches be agents of reconciliation in our 

communities.  

Where there is division, may we bring restoration. 

Where there is inequality may we bring justice. 

Where there is powerlessness may we lift up the broken 

hearted. 

Where there is damage may we bring healing. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord in your Mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

God of wisdom and compassion, we hold before you 

those in positions of leadership with difficult decisions 

to make and responsibilities to heed; may they be 

guided by a spirit of justice, and a clarity of thought that 

will help them navigate competing demands, and may 

we be supportive and questioning, generous and 

honest. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord in your Mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

Caring God, we bring to mind all those who are afflicted 

by physical, emotional or mental illness especially the 

problems caused by the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.. 

Help them to keep their eyes fixed on you, 

Bring healing and wholeness of life to all who suffer and 

courage to face the trials and burdens of each day.  

(Short Silence) 

Lord in your Mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

God of eternity, your love reaches beyond the grave. At 

the end of our days on earth be with us and with those 

we love and with those whom we love and have gone 

before us.   We hold in our minds those who have 

recently died both Corona related and from other 

causes and for those bereaved by their passing. May 
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those who are grieving know your comforting presence 

and may we open our hearts in whatever way we can to 

be a supportive friend. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord in your Mercy: Hear our prayer. 

 

Gracious God, we thank you for hearing our prayers and 

as we move into the coming week help us to remember 

our Saviour’s words as he sent his disciples out into the 

world “As you go, proclaim the good news, the Kingdom 

of Heaven has come near”. 

Merciful Father: 

 Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

God in heaven, 

Your name is to be honoured. 

May your new community of hope 

Be realised on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today the essentials of life. 

Release us from our wrongdoing 

As we also release those who wrong us. 

Do not test us beyond our enduring; 

Save us from all that is evil. 

For you embrace justice, love and peace, 

Now and to the end of time. 

Amen 

 

HYMN: HERE I AM LORD 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin  

my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord.  

Is it I, Lord?  

I have heard you calling in the night.  

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  

I will hold your people in my heart.  

  

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them.  

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

 Chorus  

  

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

        I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

  

Chorus  
Daniel L. Schutte (b.1947) 

© 1981 Daniel L. Schutte & New Dawn Music 

 

PEACE 

The proof of God’s love for us is that even though we 

are sinners Christ died for us. It is our faith in such love 

that gives us peace. The peace of the Lord… 

 

We take a moment to write a peace greeting to one 

another whilst listening to the Iona chant: God to enfold 

you.  

 

A BLESSING 

 

May God our maker bless us and wrap us round in love 

and tenderness. 

 

May Jesus our Brother bless us 

And ask us questions 

That lead us to do justice. 

 

May the Holy spirit bless us 

And fill our lives with her courage and wisdom. 

 

May the blessing of God Almighty, 

 Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

Be with us this day and evermore,  

Amen.  
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SENDING RESPONSES 

 

Gathered and scattered,  

God is with us. 

 

In suffering and hope, 

God is with us. 

 

Now and always, 

God is with us. 

 

A PRAYER FOR THE COMING WEEK 

 

Lord of all, 

you call us to follow you into an unknown future. 

The way ahead is puzzling. 

We cannot see the direction we should take 

for our own lives for our churches and for our world. 

 

Lord of all, 

when the chaos begins to subside, 

teach us to trust in your still small voice. 

Teach us to listen for the whisper  

that urges us to change; 

to pay attention to your guidance and your love for us. 

Teach us to look and to see where you are already at 

work. 

Teach us not to look for opportunities to be heroes 

but spaces where we are asked to be faithful 

in meeting the need in front of us. 

 

Lord of all, 

may we believe in your promise 

that you will use what we have and what we are, 

and like bread and wine to feed the hungry and the lost, 

you will make what is ordinary 

extraordinary by your presence. 

Amen. 

 

QUESTIONS AND THOUGHTS TO PONDER IN THE 

COMING WEEK. 

 

As we begin to reflect on future shapes of church, what 

do we need to hold on to and what do we need to let go 

of? 

Are we moved enough to respond to the needs of the 

moment? 

Are we angry enough about what is wrong in our world 

that so much injustice surrounds us? 

Do we have courage enough to follow the call of God so 

that we can bring the kingdom of justice and peace 

nearer to our friends and families, our neighbourhoods, 

and our world? 
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