
Together 

A Service of Compline to remember and pray for situations 

of conflict and all who are victims of violence. 

(This service is taking place on the tenth Anniversary of the 

shootings on the West Coast.) 

Greeting 

We offer a space for those affected by violence for those 

who live with painful and traumatic memories and those 

who grieve today. 

Opening Words 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit 

We gather this evening to acknowledge  

and place before you Lord the memories 

and the feelings that lie heavy on our hearts on this day…  

Into our grief and sorrow breath stillness 

Heal our pain and disillusionment,  

Calm our anger and confusion,  

Draw us from sadness to hope. 

We come together  

to raise our hearts and voices to God, 

 in lament and in faith,  

that we may be made whole  

and transformed by God’s love. 

 

Silence 

 

In the beginning the Word already was. 

In Him was life and that life was the light of humankind. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 

never mastered it. 

(John 1: 1, 4-5) 

 

We will light the Paschal Candle at this point… 

 

Opening Responses 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

O God, 

You do not willingly grieve or afflict your children. 

Look with pity on those who suffer at this time. 

Sustain them in their anguish. 

And into the darkness of their grief and painful memories 

Bring them the Light of your love; 

Through Jesus Christ we pray, 

Amen 

 

Psalm 13 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me for ever? 

    How long will you hide your face from me? 

2 How long must I bear pain[a] in my soul, 

    and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

 

3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! 

    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 

4 and my enemy will say, ‘I have prevailed’; 

    my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 

5 But I trusted in your steadfast love; 

    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 

6 I will sing to the Lord, 

    because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning is now and shall be forever. 

Amen 

 

Old Testament: Job 2:11-13 read by Rev Nicki Pennington 

Music: The Lord’s my shepherd  

Gospel: John 11:32-36 read by Rev Nicki Pennington 

A Short Reflection (by Rev. Richard Lee) 

Silence 

Canticle: A song of Lamentation:  

Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?  

Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, 

Which was brought upon me,  

which the Lord inflicted 

on the day of his fierce anger. 

For these things I weep; 

my eyes flow with tears;  

for a comforter is far from me, 

one to revive my courage. 

Remember my affliction and my bitterness,  

the wormwood and the gall! 

But this I call to mind,  

and therefore I have hope: 

 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,  

his mercies never come to an end; 

They are new every morning;  

great is your faithfulness. 

‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, 



 

‘therefore, I will hope in him.’ 

The Lord is good to those who wait for him,  

to the soul that seeks him. 

It is good that we should wait quietly 

for the salvation of the Lord. 

For the Lord will not reject for ever;   

though he causes grief, he will have compassion, 

According to the abundance of his steadfast love; 

for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone. 

 

(Lamentations 1.12, 16a,b; 3.19,21-26,31-33) 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning is now and shall be forever. 

Amen 

Nothing Can Separate us from the Love of God 

 

Lighting of the candles  

 

We light these candles as we remember for all those 

affected by the events ten years ago… 

 

Those who were killed… (light a candle) 

The families and friends of those who lost their lives… 

(light a candle) 

Those who were injured in body, mind or spirit by these 

events (light a candle) 

Those who came to help in the crisis…the police, health 

workers, counsellors…. (light a candle) 

 

And we pray for all who inflict violence on others and 

whose actions take lives and scar our hearts. (light a 

candle) 

 

Music: Spirit of the Lord  

 

We hold all these people in your healing light…. 

Hear the prayers we offer for all your people.  

Comfort those who mourn, heal those with painful 

memories, raise the fallen, strengthen the fainthearted, 

enfold in your love the fearful and the despairing, those 

who have no hope. 

In the fullness of time, compete your gracious work. 

Reconcile all things in Christ and make them new, 

That we may be restored in your image, renewed in your 

love and serve you as sons and daughters in your kingdom. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Closing Prayer 

Watch now dear Lord, 

With those who wake or watch or weep tonight,  

and give your angels charge over those who sleep. 

Tend your sick ones, O Lord Christ, 

Rest your weary ones, 

Bless your dying ones, 

Soothe your suffering ones, 

Pity your afflicted ones, 

shield your joyous ones  

and all for your love’s sake. Amen 

 

Blessing  

May God give you  

his comfort and his peace, 

His light and his joy, 

In this world and the next; 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

be with you this night and always 

Amen 

 

The Peace and the Dismissal 

 

Jesus says, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 

afraid.’ 

The peace of the Lord be always with you, 

And also with you. 

 

Go in the joy and peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 


