
AN OUTLINE SERVICE FOR VE DAY  

The Greeting and Introduction  

Heaviness may endure for a night: 
All But joy comes in the morning.  

God has been our refuge and our strength:  
All A present help in time of trouble.  

Dear friends, we have come together on this day to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of Victory in 
Europe, when the sounds of war fell silent on this 
continent.  

We come together conscious of our need for God’s 
forgiveness for the sin and the desire to dominate 
others that leads to conflict between people, and war 
between nations.  

And as we remember the many soldiers, sailors, and 
airmen who gave their lives restraining evil and 
opposing tyranny, so we also come in thanksgiving for 
the years of peace that the nations of Europe have 
enjoyed since the Second World War. We gather 
joyfully today, as those who gathered on that first 
Victory day, glad of each other’s company, and 
grateful for the laughter and love that follows times of 
sadness and loss.  

But above all things, let us pray that God’s will may be 
done on earth as it is in heaven, as we join our voices 
together and say:  

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn 
To God be the glory, great things He hath done; 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life gate that all may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
And give Him the glory, great things He hath done. 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
To every believer the promise of God; 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord... 
 
Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath 
done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord... 
                                                          Fanny Crsosby (1820-1915) 
 

Old Testament Reading Zechariah 8.3–8  

New Testament Reading Luke 15.18–24  

Responsory  

Your salvation is near to those who fear you,  
All that glory may dwell in our land.  

Mercy and truth have met together;  
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  
All that glory may dwell in our land.  

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your 
throne;  
steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.  
All Your salvation is near to those who fear you, 
that glory may dwell in our land.  



Address (Nicki Pennington) 

Prayers 

Remembrance prayer  

O God of peace and reconciliation, 
On this day, when we remember the 75th Anniversary 
of VE day, 
 we pray for all who lost their lives in war, or because 
of war, 
particularly those who lost their lives in the 2nd World 
War.  
We honour the sacrifices made, 
the lives disfigured by war or terror.   
Each person is remembered by and known to you O 
God. 
As we honour their courage,  
cherish their memory  
and affirm their worth, 
help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this 
broken world 
and grant us the grace to pray for those who wish us 
harm. 
As we honour the past, 
may we put our trust in your future; 
for you are the source of life and hope, 
Now and forever, 
Amen 
 
For those who serve today and for conflicts across 
the world  
 
God of justice and mercy, 
We pray for those serving in the armed forces today. 
Protect them from harm and support them in times 
of conflict.  
Grant that in all things they may serve without 
reproach. 
We remember the many places across the world 
where conflict continues to rage and lives are lost or 
damaged.  
We pray for the homeless, refugees, the vulnerable,  
the hungry and the oppressed. 
Help us to work together to eradicate evil and 
poverty. 
Give us renewed energy and commitment 

to live in harmony with one another,  
working for all that builds and protects the common 
good. 
Amen 
 
Prayers for the Middle East and Syria  
Heavenly Father, 
We hold before you the continuing conflict in the 
Middle East. 
When we see devastating images of war and hear the 
inconsolable cries of those 
who have lost homes, livelihoods and loved ones, our 
hearts break. 
In the face of so much suffering and despair, 
come Lord Jesus and help me to see with your eyes, 
hear with your ears, think with your mind, 
speak with your lips, walk with your feet, 
love with your heart, so that I can reach out 
with your hands and be a future-maker 
to my brothers and sisters in Palestine, Israel, 
Lebanon, Egypt and Syria. 
Raise up leaders in the Middle East who will turn from 
violence and seek 
your ways of peace that they may act justly, love 
mercy 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
We pray this in Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 
 
Prayer for our world leaders and peacemakers  

God of wisdom and reconciliation, 
We hold in our prayers, leaders across the world 
and all who exercise influence over others,  
Give them wisdom to know and the courage to do 
what is right.  
We pray for a refreshed and timely commitment 
 to seeking peaceful solutions to conflict;  
that, mindful of the devastating cost of war,  
they would deploy every means at their disposal 
 to effect peaceful resolutions to conflict. 
We pray for all those who work to improve 
international relations.  
Give them wisdom, understanding and insight  
that they may discern just and truthful ways  
to build consensus and effect reconciliation. Amen 



Prayers for our world in at time of Pandemic  

Loving God, 
We reach out to you at this time of global challenge 
and threat. 
We place into your hands our families and loved ones, 
especially those who are elderly, sick, anxious or 
lonely. 
You know their needs and we ask you to be close to 
them. 
We place into your hands the people in our medical 
and emergency services 
and all those in the care industry and their families. 
We pray for the key workers whose day to day work 
protects and sustains us. 
We give thanks for them and ask that you would 
uphold them in health strength and courage. 
We lift before you all those who are struggling to 
manage financially during this time and all those who 
are worried about jobs and businesses on the other 
side of the lockdown. 
We pray for those in leadership and governance 
during these days. 
We ask you to give them the wisdom to lead and to 
listen 
and the vision to act for the common good. 
We pray for ourselves as a society.  
Now more than ever we recognise our dependence 
on each other. 
We remember those in the poorer countries,  
people less fortunate and more vulnerable than we 
are.  
Teach us how to grow in solidarity and gratitude and 
in care for one another. 
You have loved each one of us into life 
 and counted every hair on our head. 
We place into your hands those who have died.  
Be with those who are grieving, surround them with 
your loving care. 
 Amen. 
 
Prayer for a new future  

Loving God, 
we ask you to give us a new awareness of the 
battlefield within us; 
New ways of channelling aggressive instincts; 

New thought patterns, language and ideas; 
A new appreciation of the world as one community; 
New methods of dialogue and negotiation; 
New attempts to befriend those different from 
ourselves; 
New readiness to forgive and reconcile; 
New visions, new hope, new love…. 
And a new faith that the peace that passes 
understanding can reach out from within us to 
embrace the world.  
Amen 
 
An Act of Commitment  
Let us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God 
and our fellow men and women: that we may help, 
encourage and comfort others, and support those 
working for the relief of the needy and for the peace 
and welfare of the nations.   
All Lord God our Father, we pledge ourselves to 
serve you and all humankind, in the cause of 
peace, for the relief of want and suffering, and for 
the praise of your name. Guide us by your 
Spirit; give us wisdom; give us courage; give us 
hope; and keep us faithful now and always. Amen.  

O Lord our God, as we remember, teach us the ways 
of peace. As we treasure memories, teach us to hope. 
As we give thanks for the sacrifices of the past, help 
us to make your future in this world, until your 
kingdom come.  
All Amen.  

Collect for Peace  
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and 
peace proceed: kindle in the hearts of all people the 
true love of peace; and guide with your pure and 
peaceable wisdom those who take counsel for the 
nations of the earth; that in tranquillity your kingdom 
may go forward, till the earth is filled with the 
knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All Amen.  

A prayer for the Sovereign  
Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, bless our 
Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth, and all who are in 
authority under her; that they may order all things  



in wisdom and equity, righteousness and peace, to 
the honour of your name, and the good of your 
Church and people; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All Amen.  

The National Anthem  

The Blessing  

God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; 
to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth,  
and all people, peace and concord; 
and to us and all his servants, life everlasting; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
come down upon you and remain with you always.  
All Amen. 

Hymn 

Thy hand, O God, has guided 
Thy flock, from age to age; 
The wondrous tale is written, 
Full clear, on every page; 
Our fathers owned thy goodness, 
And we their deeds record; 
And both of this bear witness: 
One Church, one faith, one Lord. 
 
Thy heralds brought glad tidings 
To greatest, as to least; 
They bade men rise, and hasten 
To share the great King's feast; 
And this was all their teaching, 
In every deed and word, 
To all alike proclaiming 
One Church, one faith, one Lord 
 
Through many a day of darkness, 
Through many a scene of strife, 
The faithful few fought bravely, 
To guard the nation's life. 
Their Gospel of redemption, 
Sin pardoned, man restored, 
Was all in this enfolded: 
One Church, one faith, one Lord 

And we, shall we be faithless? 
Shall hearts fail, hands hang down? 
Shall we evade the conflict, 
And cast away our crown? 
Not so: in God's deep counsels 
Some better thing is stored; 
We will maintain, unflinching, 
One church, one faith, one Lord. 
 
Thy mercy will not fail us, 
Nor leave thy work undone; 
With thy right hand to help us, 
The victory shall be won; 
And then, by men and angels, 
Thy name shall be adored, 
And this shall be their anthem: 
One Church, one faith, one Lord. 

Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891) 
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