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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE SHEET FOR EASTER 6:  

17th MAY 2020. 

This Sunday marks the end of Christian Aid week. During 
this service we will focus on the fact that we part of a 
global community. We are neighbours near and far who 
are going through this coronavirus pandemic together. 
May our shared experience unite us in praise and prayer 
as one human family, separate but together in the 
home that is God’s world. 

In order to take part in the confession, before the 
service, fill a jug with warm water and place it close at 
hand, beside a bowl, a towel and some soap. 

OPENING REPONSES 

Christ is like a single body which has many parts. 
It is still one body though every part is different. 
Therefore the foot cannot say; 
I am not of the body; 
Nor can the ear say: 
I am not part of the body. 
They eye cannot say to the hand, 
I don’t need you; 
Nor can the head say to the feet, 
I don’t need you. 
If one part suffers, 
All parts share the pain. 
If one part is praised, 
All parts share the joy. 
Together we are Christ’s body; 
Each one is a part of it. 
 
Lighting of the candle….You can light your candle at this 
point… 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
God of all the Earth, 
be present with us now,  
in each of our homes,  
as we connect together.  
Build us into a spiritual house, 
a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to you through Jesus Christ,  
our risen redeemer and healer. Amen. 
 
SONG: Let us build a House 

 
Let us build a house 
Where love can dwell 
And all can safely live, 
A place where 
Saints and children tell 
How hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
Rock of faith and vault of grace; 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions; 
 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
And words are strong and true, 
Where all God's children dare to seek 
To dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
And a symbol of God's grace; 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 
 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where love is found 
In water, wine and wheat: 
A banquet hall on holy ground, 
Where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
Is revealed in time and space; 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach  
Beyond the wood and stone 
To heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
And live the word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
Bear the image of God’s face; 
Let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place. 
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Let us build a house where all are named, 
Their songs and visions heard 
And loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words 
within the word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
Prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
All are welcome in this place. 
 
CONFESSION 
 
How many times have you washed your hands today?  
We approach our prayer of confession and absolution, 
mindful of the ritual significance of hand washing in the 
Bible. 
Hand washing in Scripture is closely associated with 
innocence and cleansing from sin. (See Exodus 30:1721, 
Psalm 26:6, Job 9:30, Matthew 27:24, James 4:8 to 
mention a few.) 
 
Follow the prompts in the liturgy as you say this 
prayer… 
 
As we pour the water into the bowl, may we open 
ourselves to receive your presence… 
As we wet our hands renew our thoughts,  
so we might be transformed... 
As we lather soap between fingers and over all our 
hands… 
purge from us all that brings us harm and might harm 
others… 
Remove the invisible guilt and shame that so often 
keeps us from you... 
As we rinse our hands, we trust in your overflowing 
grace, making all things new. 
Amen. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Loving God, 
In whom we live and move and have our being, 
Hep us to choose life in you, 
That we may keep the commands of Jesus, 

Follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit, 
And witness to the hope that is within us, 
Sharing Christ’s love in the world. 
Amen 
 
PSALM: 31 
 
Sometimes things are so important they need saying 
twice. Psalm 31 has that echoing structure. In the first 8 
verses a cry for help is followed by a deliberate song of 
trust and affirmation. Perhaps on some days these first 
8 verses will be enough to restore us in times of trouble 
and give us perspective in affliction. The longer half of 
the psalm is for the other days: the days when trouble 
and sorrow accumulate, and it is harder to find the light. 
 
I take refuge in you, Lord. 
 Please never let me be put to shame. 
 Rescue me by your righteousness! 
 
 Listen closely to me! 
 Deliver me quickly; 
 be a rock that protects me; 
 be a strong fortress that saves me! 
 
 You are definitely my rock and my fortress. 
Guide me and lead me for the sake of your good name!  
 
Get me out of this net that’s been set for me 
because you are my protective fortress. 
 
I entrust my spirit into your hands; 
you, Lord, God of faithfulness— 
you have saved me. 
 
I hate those who embrace what is completely 
worthless. 
 I myself trust the Lord. 
 
I rejoice and celebrate in your faithful love because you 
saw my suffering—you were intimately acquainted with 
my deep distress. 
 
You didn’t hand me over to the enemy, 
but set my feet in wide-open spaces. 
 
Have mercy on me, Lord, because I’m depressed. 
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My vision fails because of my grief, 
as do my spirit and my body. 
 
 My life is consumed with sadness; 
my years are consumed with groaning. 
 
Strength fails me because of my suffering; 
my bones dry up. 
I’m a joke to all my enemies, 
still worse to my neighbours. 
 
I scare my friends, 
 and whoever sees me in the street runs away! 
 
I am forgotten, like I’m dead, 
completely out of mind; 
I am like a piece of pottery, destroyed. 
 
Yes, I’ve heard all the gossiping, 
terror all around; 
so many gang up together against me, 
they plan to take my life! 
 
But me? I trust you, Lord! 
I affirm, “You are my God.” 
My future is in your hands. 
 
Don’t hand me over to my enemies, 
to all who are out to get me! 
Shine your face on your servant; 
 save me by your faithful love! 
 
Lord, don’t let me be put to shame 
because I have cried out to you. 
Let the wicked be put to shame; 
let them be silenced in death’s domain! 
 
Let their lying lips be shut up 
whenever they speak arrogantly 
against the righteous with pride and contempt! 
 
How great is the goodness 
that you’ve reserved for those who honour you, 
that you commit to those who take refuge in you— 
in the sight of everyone! 
 
You hide them in the shelter of your wings, 

safe from human scheming. 
You conceal them in a shelter, 
safe from accusing tongues. 
 
Bless the Lord, 
because he has wondrously revealed 
his faithful love to me 
when I was like a city under siege! 
 
When I was panicked, I said, 
“I’m cut off from your eyes!” 
But you heard my request for mercy 
when I cried out to you for help. 
 
All you who are faithful, love the Lord! 
The Lord protects those who are loyal, 
but he pays the proud back to the fullest degree. 
 
All you who wait for the Lord, 
be strong and let your heart take courage. 
 
Loving Christ, 
When troubles overwhelm us and hope is veiled in grief, 
Hold us in your wounded hands and make your face 
shine upon us again, 
For are our Lord and God, 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
Come Holy Spirit, our helper and advocate: 
Open our hearts and minds this day,  
entice us with your presence. 
Spark us with a word of life- 
A message that we can share with others as we seek to 
live Christ’s love in the world. 
Amen. 
 
BIBLE READINGS 
 
Gospel Reading: John 14:15-21 
Jesus asks those who love him to do what he has 
commanded and promises that God loves them and will 
send the Holy Spirit. 
 
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. I will 
ask the Father, and he will send another Companion, 
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who will be with you forever. This Companion is the 
Spirit of Truth, whom the world can’t receive because it 
neither sees him nor recognizes him. You know him, 
because he lives with you and will be with you. 
 
 “I won’t leave you as orphans. I will come to you. Soon 
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you will live too. On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, you are in me, and I am in 
you.  Whoever has my commandments and keeps them 
loves me. Whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SONG: Part of your plan… 
 
So many problems to make us feel sad. 
Good people suffering who’ve never been bad. 
Others grow rich from the wrongs they have done. 
Is it true that you love everyone? 
 Is it true that you love everyone?  
 
God give me strength to change what I can. 
Help me believe that I’m part of your plan. 
God give me peace when life seems unfair. 
Help me to know that your Spirit is there. 
 
You gave us power to choose what we do, 
Because puppets on strings 
can’t be true friends with you. 
We all have hearts and a soul and a mind 
So we can be cruel or kind, 
So we can be cruel or kind. 
 
God give me strength to change what I can. 
Help me believe that I’m part of your plan. 
God give me peace when life seems unfair. 
Help me to know that your Spirit is there. 
 
Do you understand how we get so confused, 
When your beautiful world is all battered and 
bruised…. 
 
Life can’t be perfect despite all your care. 
People ae selfish and silly and scared.  

Help us to use all the love that we feel, 
So heaven can shine through for real. 
 
God give me strength to change what I can. 
Help me believe that I’m part of your plan. 
God give me peace when life seems unfair. 
Help me to know that your Spirit is there. 
 
©Fishcy Music Suzanne Adams and Sandy Butler 
 
REFLECTION  
 
RESPONSE: INTERCESSIONS  
Let us pray together using our open hands. 
 
God our refuge, 
We come to you with open hands, 
Some of us with hearts full of questions, 
Some of us bruised by bereavement, 
Some of us fearful of what the future holds, 
All of us stunned by the events of this year. 
Draw close to us now in each of our homes 
As we place our honest questions and hopes into your 
open, resurrected, yet scarred hands. 
 
God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
With the honesty of the psalmist, 
The wrestling questions of Job, 
And the lament of the prophets, 
We bring to you our questions or our silence. 
 
(Hold your index finger and, in silence, ask the question 
that most burdens your heart or simply sit in silence 
before God. Hold the silence together.) 
 
God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Hear the cry of our hearts, Lord, silent and aloud, 
For bereaved neighbours, near and far. 
Comfort those pained by being absent, 
And hold close those who are hurting alone. 
 
(Hold your ring finger and pray for comfort for those you 
know who are bereaved or simply sit in silence before 
God. Hold the silence together.) 
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God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
In this season of Easter, 
Renew us with resurrection hope 
That while weeping lingers in this night, 
Joy will come with the morning. 
 
(Hold your middle finger and in the silence tell God what 
you are most looking forward to in the future or simply 
sit in silence before God. Hold the silence together.). 
 
God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
At the end of Christian Aid week, 
we pray for and with communities across the world who 
are most vulnerable to coronavirus. 
 
We pray for people living in refugee camps 
 and city slums, with limited sanitation facilities, 
who are unable to wash their hands regularly, 
and have little opportunity to isolate from others. 
 
We pray for Christian Aid partners 
Working to provide soap and buckets, 
Communicating clear, accurate information, 
Raising the voices of the most vulnerable 
And ensuring they are kept as safe as possible.  
 
Hold your thumb as you pray for the most vulnerable, 
those closest to God’s heart, or simply sit in silence 
before God. Hold the silence together.) 
 
God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For those of us who are self isolating, 
Which can sometimes feel like 
 we aren’t doing anything, 
remind us that we are all doing our part, 
and saving lives by staying at home. 
 
(Hold your little finger and ask God for what you need, 
or simply sit in silence before God. Hold the silence 
together.) 

 
God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for much wisdom and resources for those in 
local and national authority for all frontline and key 
workers here in Britain and across the world. 
 
(Put your hands together and pray for the many 
frontline workers and volunteers and for Christian Aid 
Partners working to help others across the world, or 
simply sit in silence before God. Hold the silence 
together.) 
 
God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
As we have clapped to honour them, 
We clap our hand now in praise 
Of your glorious creation, 
And with the hope that the first shoots of another 
possible world are coming into view. 
 
(Clap your hands in praise of God’s glorious creation and 
with the hope of new possibilities for the world.) 
God, in your mercy, 
Hear all our prayers. 
Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
(A modern version) 
 
God in heaven, 
Your name is to be honoured. 
May your new community of hope 
Be realised on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the essentials of life. 
Release us from our wrongdoing 
As we also release those who wrong us. 
Do not test us beyond our enduring; 
Save us from all that is evil. 
For you embrace justice, love and peace, 
Now and to the end of time, 
Amen 
 
PEACE 
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Jesus said, “Those who love me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
We come now in the love and peace of Christ.  
 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you… 
 
Take a moment to bring to mind all those near and far 
who need God’s peace at this time. 
Let’s sign the peace together using BSL. 
 
A BLESSING 
 
May the presence of the Creator refresh you, may the 
comfort of the Son renew you, may the inspiration of 
the Spirit restore you to be love in action, even from a 
distance, in our neighbourhoods, near and far, this day 
and for evermore. Amen. 
 
SENDING PRAYER 
 
For all that God gives to us, we say 
Thank you! 
To all that God asks of us, we say 
Yes. 
In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 
 
A PRAYER FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 
Loving God, 
strengthen our innermost being 
with your love that bears all things 
even the weight of this global pandemic 
even the long haul of watching for symptoms 
of patiently waiting for this to pass 
watching and waiting, 
keeping our gaze fixed on you, 
and looking out for our neighbours 
near and far.  
 
Instil in our shaken souls 
the belief and hope that all things 
are possible with your creative love 
for strangers to become friends 
for science to source solutions 
for resources to be generously shared 

so everyone, everywhere, may have what they need 
for your perfect love that knows no borders 
may cast out any fear and selfishness that divides. 
 
 May your love that never ends 
be our comfort, strength and guide 
for the wellbeing of all and 
the glory of God. 
Amen. 
 
QUESTIONS AND THOUGHTS TO PONDER IN THE 
COMING WEEK. 
 
God brought his people through trials and tests and 
burdens and pain to a spacious place of life, breath and 
salvation. God heard their prayers and showed them 
the way to deliverance. 
When and where have you felt yourself to be in such a 
spacious place. 
In what ways are you experiencing God’s blessing right 
now? 
How can you be a means of God’s blessing to others 
both near and far this week? 
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