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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE SHEET FOR EASTER 4:  

3rd MAY 2020. 

This Sunday is known as Good Shepherd Sunday. In a 

time like this is it good to be reminded that God is our 

good Shepherd, a God who knows our needs and longs 

to protect us and keep us close. In the same way that 

Jesus is our Good Shepherd, we too are sent to embody 

God’s care and concern for others and the whole of 

creation. 

Before the service see if you can find a piece or ball of 

wool, or a piece of knitting to use later in the service, 

and place the wool or knitting next to  a candle and a 

match, near you as you begin our worship. 

OPENING REPONSES 

The light is shining 

We are welcome here. 

 

Lighting of the candle….You can light your candle at this 

point… 

 

The Door is open. 

We are welcome here. 

The invitation is for us and our children. 

This is the place where we belong. 

Coming and going, 

God watches over us. 

Resting and travelling, 

God watches over us. 

Through good and evil, 

God watches over us. 

All the days of our lives, 

God safeguards us with love. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

Loving Shepherd, 

you gathered the disciples of Jesus, 

and you gather us, here and now. 

Just like the disciples, we pray: 

fill us with your Holy Spirit 

until we are overflowing. 

Amen. 

 

SONG: OVER MY HEAD 

 

Chorus… 

Over my head, I hear music in the air; 

Over my head, I hear music in the air; 

Over my head, I hear music in the air; 

There must be a God somewhere. 

 

Verses… 

 

Oh, when the world is silent, 

I hear music in the air……x 3 

There must be a God somewhere. 

Chorus… 

 

And when I’m feeling lonely, 

I hear music in the air….x3 

There must be a God somewhere. 

Chorus… 

 

 

Now when I think of Jesus, 

I hear music in the air….x3 

There must be a God somewhere. 

Chorus… 

 

CONFESSION 

 

“For you were going astray like sheep, but now you 

have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 

souls”. (1 Peter 2:25). Let us draw near to God and seek 

forgiveness for our sins. 

 

You teach us to live generous lives,  

but we have lived for our own gain.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, Have mercy. 

 

You call us to speak of the kingdom,  

but we have preferred to remain silent.  

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

You invite us to be stewards of creation,  

but we have neglected our world.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus,  



2 
 

we know that you are the shepherd of our lives,  

always looking out for us,  

offering protection in a world that can feel scary and 

threatening, especially at this time. 

Thank you for never giving up on your restless flock. 

Shepherd of our lives, hear our prayer. 

Amen. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

God of the protective fold, 

God of the abundant life: 

you did not form us 

to live in fear of others 

or in want of simple joys. 

In your keep may we find 

the abundance you came to provide: 

a constant supply of the love we need 

and an ever-opening expanse 

of a life that is ours to explore. 

Amen. 

 

PSALM: 23 

 

This morning we will sing Stuart Townend’s version of 

the 23rd Psalm 

 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

 

And I will trust in You alone, 

And I will trust in You alone, 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 

Your goodness will lead me home. 

 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 

And He anoints my head with oil, 

And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on His pure delights. 

 

And I will trust in You alone, 

And I will trust in You alone, 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 

Your goodness will lead me home. 

 

And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 

Are the comfort I need to know. 

 

And I will trust in You alone, 

And I will trust in You alone, 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 

Your goodness will lead me home. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

Loving God, 

We pray that your Holy Spirit will strengthen us 

To be devoted to the teachings of your word, 

That through it we may hear your voice 

And follow it into eternal life 

Amen 

 

BIBLE READINGS 

 

Acts 2: 42-end 

 

Having heard Peter’s stirring exhortation on the day of 

Pentecost, crowds of people are baptised. The believers 

live generously, praising God and caring for those in 

need. 

 

The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching, to the community, to their shared meals, and 

to their prayers. A sense of awe came over everyone. 

God performed many wonders and signs through the 

apostles. All the believers were united and shared 

everything. They would sell pieces of property and 

possessions and distribute the proceeds to everyone 

who needed them.  Every day, they met together in the 

temple and ate in their homes. They shared food with 

gladness and simplicity.  They praised God and 

demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. The Lord 

added daily to the community those who were being 

saved. 

 

This is the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel: John 6:60-69 

 

Jesus offers his friends and followers various metaphors 

that help to highlight different aspects of his mission 

and ministry…he is the good shepherd, the one who will 

lead them into green pastures and protect them from 

harm; he is a gate to a field offering rich pasture and 

safety, he is a sheepfold, a place of nurture nourishment 

and peace. 

 

 I assure you that whoever doesn’t enter into the sheep 

pen through the gate but climbs over the wall is a thief 

and an outlaw.  The one who enters through the gate is 

the shepherd of the sheep. The guard at the gate opens 

the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He 

calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 

Whenever he has gathered all of his sheep, he goes 

before them and they follow him, because they know 

his voice.  They won’t follow a stranger but will run 

away because they don’t know the stranger’s voice.” 

Those who heard Jesus use this analogy didn’t 

understand what he was saying. 

 

 So Jesus spoke again, “I assure you that I am the gate of 

the sheep.  All who came before me were thieves and 

outlaws, but the sheep didn’t listen to them.  I am the 

gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved. They 

will come in and go out and find pasture.  The thief 

enters only to steal, kill, and destroy. I came so that 

they could have life—indeed, so that they could live life 

to the fullest. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you O Christ 

 

REFLECTION  

 

 

RESPONSE: AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

RESPONSE: INTERCESSIONS  

 

Wool reminds us that we all belong to the same 

flock…we are all God’s precious children, dearly loved.  

Wool gathered, spun and knitted also reminds us of all 

that connects us to one another, 

The ways we interconnect and are interdependent. 

 

Holding the wool in your hands, bring to mind who you 

depend upon, the connections of reliance that exist 

between you and others and your wider community, 

especially at this time when we face a common 

challenge. In a time of silence, ask God to guide, 

resource and bless them… 

Great Shepherd, we hold in our thoughts and give 

thanks for… 

 

All those in the caring and health professions who are 

tending,  

treating and caring for all those who are ill… 

for the scientists working on a vaccination … 

for the researchers analysing data and identifying 

trends… 

for the media outlets working to communicate reality… 

for the supermarket workers, hygiene and sanitation 

providers…. 

for the good news stories of recoveries and effective 

planning… 

for the singing from balconies, the dancing in the 

streets, 

 the rainbows in the windows, and the clapping for 

keyworkers by locked-down communities… 

for the recognition that isolation doesn’t need to mean 

loneliness… 

for the notes through letterboxes offering help and 

support… 

for the community help groups….  

for the internet and telephones and technology that 

connects 

for the awakened appreciation of what is truly 

important… 
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Thanks be to God. 

 

And we hold in our thoughts and ask for your careful 

tending of all… 

 

who are unwell. 

Who are concerned for loved ones… 

for those who were already very anxious… 

for those immune suppressed or compromised… 

for those vulnerable because of underlying conditions… 

for those in the ‘most at risk to coronavirus’ categories.. 

for those watching their entire income stream dry up… 

for those who have no choice but to go out to work… 

for those who are afraid to be at home…  

for those who are more lonely than they've ever been… 

for those who are bereaved and grieving… 

for those feeling the weight of responsibility for others 

for those discerning and shaping our national response 

to this common challenge. 

 

God be their healer, comfort and protection, 

be their strength, shield and provision 

be their security, safety and close companion. 

Be their wisdom and inspiration. 

And raise up your Church 

to be your well-washed hands and faithful feet  

to be present to the pain 

to respond with love in action 

if even from a safe distance. 

God, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. Amen 

 

PEACE 

 

“I came that they may have life,  

and have it abundantly.” 

In Jesus we find the source of life, hope and peace.  

 

Peace song 

 

Peace be with you… 

Peace be with you. 

Peace be with you… 

Peace be with you 

And with all of us, Amen 

And with all of us, Amen 

 

A BLESSING 

 

May Christ the Good Shepherd 

be the loving guardian of your soul  

and the source of your abundant life. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, 

Be with us and all those we love and pray for, 

This day and always, 

Amen. 

 

SENDING PRAYER 

 

The Shepherd knows us, 

 the Shepherd calls us in 

 and sends us out to love 

 and serve the waiting world. 

 

From where we are to where you need us, 

Jesus, now lead on. 

From the familiarity of what we know to the wonder of 

what you will reveal, 

Jesus, now lead on. 

To transform the fabric or this world, 

Until it resembles the shape of your kingdom, 

Jesus now lead on. 

Because good things have been prepared for those who 

love God. 

Jesus, now lead on. 

 

A PRAYER FOR THE COMING WEEK 

 

Lord Jesus, as I wake and rise, may I know your 

presence as the gatekeeper of my day, that fears may 

be quelled, energy maintained and time blessed. Then 

as the hours pass and my thoughts turn to the night, 

may my body find rest, my mind find peace, and may 

sleep restore and refresh me, as you, Lord, become the 

gatekeeper of my night. I ask this in your name. Amen. 

 

QUESTIONS AND THOUGHTS TO PONDER IN THE 

COMING WEEK. 

 

Our Reading from Acts describes what life was like for 

the early church.  

When you read these words, what inspires you?  
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What are the challenges and opportunities that lie 

ahead for the church, especially as we look to the 

future? 

What could we do, what could you do, to nurture the 

quality and depth of our community so that others 

looking from afar would say, “…see how they love one 

another.” 
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