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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE SHEET FOR EASTER 3: 26TH APRIL 2020. 

OPENING REPONSES 

You take us seriously, 
You listen to our questions. 
You walk alongside us, 
You share our journeys. 
You surprise us and bless us, 
You fill us with wonder. 
You call us into community, 
You call us to life. 
Open our eyes to see you amongst us, 
Burn in our hearts and fill us with joy. 
Open our minds to the truth of your story. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
Redeeming God, gather us in, 
whether we are feeling happy or confused, 
whether we are bouncing with delight or battling tiredness. 
Inspire our minds, reignite the fire in our hearts, 
restore our hopes as we come together today. 
Amen. 
 
SONG: We will walk with God (A traditional hymn from Swaziland) 
The first part of the song is in the original language, the English translation comes 
halfway through). 
 
We will walk with God, my brothers, 
We will walk with God. 
We will walk with God, my sisters, 
We will walk with God. 
We will go rejoicing 
Till the kingdom has come. 
We will go rejoicing till the kingdom has come. 
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CONFESSION 
 
God, we come to you, 
knowing too well our failures, our omissions, our sins. 
We take a moment to bring these things to mind... 
 
God, we give these things to you: 
our dreary bits, our lostness, 
the darkness that we try to hide... 
 
So often our eyes are shut, so shut that we are blinded to the hurt and pain of 
others, so shut we cannot see you or sense you near us, so shut we do not 
recognise you in the people we meet. 
 
We ask for your forgiveness for all that is wrong within us.  
Open our eyes so we can see where your love is needed.  
Open our eyes, Lord, so that we can see you in our lives.  
Open our eyes, Lord, so we can recognise you in our midst. 
Amen. 
 
Absolution 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Risen Christ, 
Whose absence leaves us paralysed, 
But whose presence is overwhelming: 
Breathe on us with your abundant life; 
That where we cannot see  
We may have courage to believe, 
Amen 
 
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-end 
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This Psalm could have been prayed in gratitude by those people who responded to 
Peter’s message on that first Pentecost, but it is identified in Psalms as the prayer 
of one who has recovered from serious illness. As we pray it together give thanks 
for all those you know and care about who have recovered from sickness at this 
time.  
 
I love the Lord because he hears 
my requests for mercy. 
I’ll call out to him as long as I live, 
because he listens closely to me. 
Death’s ropes bound me; 
the distress of the grave found me— 
I came face-to-face with trouble and grief. 
I have remained faithful, even when I said, 
“I am suffering so badly!” 
even when I said, out of fear, 
“Everyone is a liar!” 
What can I give back to the Lord 
for all the good things he has done for me? 
I’ll lift up the cup of salvation. 
I’ll call on the Lord’s name. 
I’ll keep the promises I made to the Lord 
in the presence of all God’s people. 
The death of the Lord’s faithful 
 is a costly loss in his eyes. 
 Oh yes, Lord, I am definitely your servant! 
I am your servant and the son of your female servant— 
you’ve freed me from my chains. 
So I’ll offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving to you, 
and I’ll call on the Lord’s name. 
I’ll keep the promises I made to the Lord 
in the presence of all God’s people, 
in the courtyards of the Lord’s house, 
which is in the center of Jerusalem.  
Praise the Lord! 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
Living Lord, 
You opened the meaning of the scriptures to the disciples on the road to Emmaus 
and set their hearts ablaze. By the power of your Spirit kindle our hearts as we 
hear your word proclaimed, that we may receive you with joy. 
Amen 
 
BIBLE READINGS 
 
Acts 2:14, 36-41 
 
Instead of ignoring Peter’s words about Jesus, or simply feeling guilty in silence, 
the listeners ask what they should do to gain forgiveness and become disciples. 
Peter’s response is that they should repent and be baptised in the name of Jesus. 
 
Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared, 
“Judeans and everyone living in Jerusalem! Know this! Listen carefully to my 
words! 
“Therefore, let all Israel know beyond question that God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 
 
 When the crowd heard this, they were deeply troubled. They said to Peter and 
the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 
 
Peter replied, “Change your hearts and lives. Each of you must be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you, your children, and for all who are far 
away—as many as the Lord our God invites.” With many other words he testified 
to them and encouraged them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 
Those who accepted Peter’s message were baptized. God brought about three 
thousand people into the community on that day. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
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Thanks be to God. 
 
Luke 24: 13-35 
 
The two disciples did not recognise Jesus until he had urged them first to speak 
about their grief, then to listen to him, and finally to break bread together. 
 
On that same day, two disciples were traveling to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking to each other about everything 
that had happened. While they were discussing these things, Jesus himself arrived 
and joined them on their journey.  They were prevented from recognizing him. 
He said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk along?” They stopped, 
their faces downcast. 
 The one named Cleopas replied, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who is 
unaware of the things that have taken place there over the last few days?” 
 He said to them, “What things?” 
They said to him, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth. Because of his powerful 
deeds and words, he was recognized by God and all the people as a prophet. 20 
But our chief priests and our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, 
and they crucified him.  We had hoped he was the one who would redeem Israel. 
All these things happened three days ago.  But there’s more: Some women from 
our group have left us stunned. They went to the tomb early this morning  and 
didn’t find his body. They came to us saying that they had even seen a vision of 
angels who told them he is alive.  Some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb and found things just as the women said. They didn’t see him.” 
 
 Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! Your dull minds keep you from 
believing all that the prophets talked about. Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?”  Then he interpreted for them 
the things written about himself in all the scriptures, starting with Moses and 
going through all the Prophets. 
 
When they came to Emmaus, he acted as if he was going on ahead. But they 
urged him, saying, “Stay with us. It’s nearly evening, and the day is almost over.” 
So he went in to stay with them. After he took his seat at the table with them, he 
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took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Their eyes were 
opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight.  They said 
to each other, “Weren’t our hearts on fire when he spoke to us along the road 
and when he explained the scriptures for us?” 
 
 They got up right then and returned to Jerusalem. They found the eleven and 
their companions gathered together.  They were saying to each other, “The Lord 
really has risen! He appeared to Simon!”  Then the two disciples described what 
had happened along the road and how Jesus was made known to them as he 
broke the bread. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ 
 
DRAMATIC NARRATIVE: GOSSIPING THE GOSPEL… 
 
HYMN: LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 
Lord Jesus Christ 
You have come to us 
You are one with us, 
Mary's Son. 
Cleansing our souls from all their sin. 
Pouring Your love and goodness in. 
Jesus our love for you we sing, 
Living Lord. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ 
Now and every day 
Teach us how to pray, 
Son of God. 
You have commanded us to do 
This in remembrance Lord of you 
Into our lives your power breaks through, 
Living Lord. 
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Lord Jesus Christ 
You have come to us 
Born as one with us, 
Mary's Son. 
Led out to die on Calvary, 
Risen from death to set us free, 
Living Lord Jesus help us see 
You are Lord. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ 
I would come to you 
Live my life for you, 
Son of God. 
All your commands I know are true, 
Your many gifts will make me new, 
Into my life your power breaks through, 
Living Lord. 
 
REFLECTION by Mim Pennington 
 
RESPONSE: AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
We believe in God, 
Who conceived all that is created, 
God, who mothers and fathers all people. 
We believe in Jesus Christ 
God’s first born and only Lord of the earth. 
He cam from both heaven and the womb of the virgin Mary; 
He lived in solidarity with humankind, 
Befriending, teaching, 
Healing and restoring; 
He was denied and betrayed by his friends; 
and was done to death by the state. 
He descended to the place of oblivion, 
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Rose to life again on the third day, 
And ascended to heaven 
where he sits at God’s right hand. 
This same Jesus will come again in glory 
To judge the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
Whose dynamic presence can make all things new. 
And we believe in the holy catholic church, 
The communion of the saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body  
And the life everlasting. 
Amen 
 
RESPONSE: INTERCESSIONS 
 
Lord God, each of us walks our own Emmaus Road. Some seem to have an easy 
route, for others it is a bumpy, twisty, uneven road. And so for them we pray this 
day. 
 
For those who are ill and see no end in sight for their pain, we pray for healing 
and for a sense that you are there with them.  
 
For those who face financial difficulties and see no end to their problems we pray 
for solutions and for a sense that you are there with them. 
 
For those who struggle to put food on the table and see no end date to their 
empty cupboards we pray for fairness and a sense that you are there with them. 
 
For those who are caring for loved ones and see no end to their fatigue we pray 
for rest and a sense that you are there with them.  
For those who struggle with the daily juggle of responsibilities and see no end to 
their merry-go-round life, we pray for moments of stillness and a sense that you 
are there with them. 
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Lord, so many people, so many challenges, it is often difficult for us to know 
where to begin. Help us to take each situation as it comes, to know what the 
priorities are, to work out the ways in which we can help. Help us to stick to your 
path of righteousness, justice and peace, in all we say and do. 
Lord, hear our prayers. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE SONG: MAY YOU FIND PEACE 
 
May you find peace 
May you find hope 
May you find joy this day 
May you find love 
May you find rest 
Here in this place together 
 
A BLESSING 
 
May you know God’s presence in your lives, 
May you recognise God’s glory in our world, 
And may you share God’s love with those around you. 
And the blessing of God almighty…Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with you 
and all those you love and care about, this day and forever more. 
Amen 
 
SENDING PRAYER 
 
Their ears were blocked,  
their minds were dull, 
and then they knew!  
As we have worshipped so we too go out into the world, 
our hearts burning, ready to share the Good News: 
 Jesus is risen! Alleluia 
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A PRAYER FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 
Lord, 
we pour our stories out to you, 
right where we are. 
Meet with us, here and now; 
quieten our chattering minds and draw us close, 
so close that we can feel your presence and hear your voice. 
Warm our hearts until they burn within us. 
Open our eyes so that we can see. 
Tell us your story 
and reveal our place in it. 
Lead us on, into your way. Amen. 
    
QUESTIONS TO PONDER IN THE COMING WEEK. 
 
The disciples on the road to Emmaus were with Jesus for hours as he taught them 
the meaning of scriptures and to understand the events of their times.  
 

• What might you talk about today with Jesus?  
• What are you struggling to understand about the events we are living 

through? 
• What questions might you ask God? 
• What might God have to say to you?  
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